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About WOCAT

The World Overview of Conservation 
Approaches and Technologies 
(WOCAT) is a global Network 

established in 1992. 

WOCAT supports the compilation, 
documentation, evaluation, sharing, 

dissemination, and application of 
sustainable land management 

(SLM) knowledge.

In 2014, WOCAT’s growth and 
ongoing improvement culminated in 
being officially recognized by the 

UNCCD as the primary 
recommended Global SLM Database 

for best SLM practices.

UNCCD knowledge Partner

Consortium Partners

Funding Partners

https://www.wocat.net/en/about

https://www.wocat.net/en/about


WOCAT2020+ is a 
network of 
organizations and 
individuals 
wanting to advance 
Sustainable Land 
Management, 
having 
corresponding 
skills, and agreeing 
on the vision, 
mission, overall 
goal and objectives 
of WOCAT2020+. 

About WOCAT: Organizational structure

Global Executive Team



WOCAT supports innovation and decision-making in SLM by:

About WOCAT



Target groups

v SLM specialists at the field level, including 
technical staff, extension workers, agricultural 
advisors and project implementers.

v SLM specialists at the (sub)national level, including 
planners, project designers, policy makers and 
researchers.

v SLM specialists at the regional and global level, 
including international programme planners and 
donors.

Target beneficiaries and ultimate beneficiaries:

Land users and the public benefit from more secure 
ecosystem services.



At national and regional level, WOCAT collaborates with projects and programmes –
through international agencies, government actors and non-government actors 
(NGOs, CSOs, research org.). WOCAT tools and methods are included in specific projects, 
mainstreamed in programmes, and may become part of a national strategy. 

https://www.wocat.net/en/projects-and-countries

WOCAT collaborations:  The Global SLM Network

https://www.wocat.net/en/projects-and-countries


WOCAT Global Database

https://qcat.wocat.net
Database Visitors SLM good practices in Database

Main features 

ü free upload and worldwide sharing of countries’ good SLM practices in English, 
Spanish, French, Russian, Chinese, Portuguese and other languages

ü free access to 2200+ reviewed, proven, field-tested SLM practices from over 130 
countries

ü standardized summary of all Technologies and Approaches can be downloaded in 
various languages

ü database filter to find relevant SLM practices for specific landscapes, land uses etc.

ü possibility to integrate national SLM good practices in national/project/global 
platforms through API

UNCCD parties and other reporting agencies are encouraged to enter and share SLM best practices in 
the WOCAT SLM Database, and report in PRAIS under “Implementation Framework”/”Actions on the 
ground” (section 7.4.1 of the PRAIS reporting manual)

https://qcat.wocat.net/


Questionnaires on 
SLM Technologies 
and Approaches Documenting

information 
from and with 
land users, 
entering in 
Questionnaires Entering data in

Database

Data available online

Global WOCAT SLM Database – process

Review process



WOCAT Global SLM Database



WOCAT Global SLM Database



§ automatically generated

§ in all (available) languages (English, 
Russian, French, Spanish, Khmer, …)

§ used for good practices compilations; 
learning materials for e.g. extension 
services; global, regional, national 
knowledge products, etc.

Where?

Technical 
specifications? 
Costs? 

What?
How? 

Impacts?
Benefits?

WOCAT Global SLM Database: 
Standardized output format



Africa: SLM good practices



How is the knowledge used? some examples
Globally: Good practices knowledge, Guidelines, learning and 
sharing events, capacity building



How is the knowledge used? some examples
Nationally and locally: Reporting, Good practices compilations, 
learning and sharing events, capacity building, decision support 
for scaling



How is the knowledge used? some examples
Nationally and locally: Reporting, Good practices compilations, 
learning and sharing events, capacity building, decision support 
for scaling

https://wocatapps.users.earthengine.app/

https://www.nssc.gov.bt/

https://wocatapps.users.earthengine.app/
https://www.nssc.gov.bt/


Linked Platforms / Databases /Applications

o Framework for Ecosystem Restoration 
Monitoring (FERM)

o Water Harvesting Explorer (World Bank)

o UNCCD Drought & SDS Toolbox

o FarmBetter application

o LandPKS application

o Carbon Benefit Platfrom

o Great Green wall Platform

o National Platforms

o H2020 OPTAIN Learning Environment
o G20 GLI Platform
o …

in progress

WOCAT's good practices are available on 
various platforms, databases, and applications, 
linked through the Application Program 
Interface (API).

Global WOCAT SLM Database – linked platforms



Why is the Database used worldwide?

- standardized documentation, supporting knowledge 
management, comparison, analysis at different levels

- sharing good practices at local, national and global 
level

- open access, integration into own/national 
platforms/websites through API

- automatic integration into global platforms linked to 
the WOCAT Database

- dataset made available through API to scientists for 
research purposes

- inclusion of good practices in global knowledge products 
of WOCAT and partners (e.g. with UNCCD) and presented 
at global events (e.g. June 17th DDD)
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